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[0038] 

Fig. 5 shows an example of allocation of a hard disk 306, The hard disk 306 is 
divided into a temporary area a and a memory box area b, as shown in Fig. 5. The 
temporary area a is an area in which images are temporarily stored for electronic sorting 
operation, etc. The memory box area b is an area for registering images. A hatched 
section of the memory box area b shown in Fig. 5 is a section in which the images have 
been already registered. A user may change each memory capacity of the temporary area 
a and the memory box area b into arbitration. For example, the user frequently using the 
memory box area a allocates much memory capacity for the area, while the user mainly 
using the hard disk 306 as a temporary memory allocates much memory capacity for the 
temporary area a. 
[0039] 

The memory box area is divided into two or more (this example 100 pieces) 
specific storage regions in which the images are to be stored. The memory boxes will be 
illustrated in detail showing Figs. 6A to 6C, 
[0040] 

Fig. 6A schematically shows the memory box 401 of the image server 110. The 
user of each memory box is registered beforehand. In Fig. 6A, a user A registers a name 
and password of arbitration into a third memory box, and sets up an account. Moreover, a 
user B sets up an account on a first memory box similarly. Thereby these two memory 
boxes become dedicated memory areas for the users A and B, respectively. The above 
operations are carried out by operating the operation section of the multifunctional digital 
copier 200. 
[0041] 

Fig. 6B shows registration of images from the host computer 501 into the memory 
box. An image Y is registered into the first memory box, and an image X is registered 
into the first memory box. In addition, not only images but also information that is 
necessary for printing are stored in the memory boxes. The above operations are 
performed on the host computer 501. 
[0042] 

Fig. 6C shows printing of the image stored in the memory box. The user 
designates a box number, password and file name of the image from the operation section 
of the multifunctional digital copier 200. 
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(54) IMAGE PROCESSOR AND CONTROL METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To cope with the case 
where a storing means is in a memory full state by 
selecting image data stored in the storing means in a 
prescribed procedure and saving the selected image data 
in another storage medium when the space of the storing 
means that stores plural pieces of image data for print' 
runs short. 

SOLUTION: A compound digital copying machine 200 is 
provided with an image server and stores images in 
plural pieces of memory boxes into which a specific 
storage memory of the image server is divided. The 
machine 200 and a host computer 501 are connected 
through a LAN 500. The computer 501 is provided with 
a hard disk 502 for storing data and images. The 
machine 200 can store a new image in a memory box by 
transferring images selected in a prescribed procedure to 
the computer 501, saving them in the disk 502 of the 
computer 501 when an empty memory box is used up. 
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